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Overview

• Understanding Trafficking in Persons
• Linkage between TiP to Covid 19 pandemic 
• What operational approaches can be adopted 

to prevent, mitigate or respond 
• IOM’s interventions/response to C19



What is Trafficking in Persons? 

According to the 2000 Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in 
Persons, Especially Women and Children, Human Trafficking is defined on the 
basis of three main cumulative elements: 

•



Linkage between Covid 19 and TiP

• Increased economic hardship and unemployment
• Limited availability or access to services including health 

and social security systems
• Disruption of regular and irregular migration patterns 

resulting in heightened irregular methods of movement, or 
more dangerous irregular routes

• Changing family dynamics and greater pressure on the 
family unit resulting in negative coping mechanisms

• Increased exposure to exploitation and harm
• Reduced capacity of responders to identify and safely refer 

individuals



People more vulnerable to the risks of
Trafficking and Exploitation:

• People living in existing humanitarian 
emergency settings 

• People with poor economic or 
unemployment  
• Children with reduced or no access to 
education 
• People with disabilities or learning 
difficulties 
• People with mental health issues 
• Unaccompanied and separated 
children 
• Migrants, including refugees, asylum 
seekers and stateless people 

• Migrant workers with irregular 
immigration status 

• Homeless people or those in 
precarious living conditions 
• People engaging in sex-work or 
transactional sex 
• Domestic workers 
• Sexual and gender minorities 
• Women and children 



Operational Approaches – First Responders

• Integrate TiP within Covid-19 response and recovery plans

• Maintain the identification and protection of victims/survivors 
of trafficking during the crisis 

• Ensure trafficked persons have access to essential protection 
services and provision of care 

• Adequately resource TiP prevention and response activities 
now and in the future 

•



IOM RESPONSE 

• Coordination and partnerships
• Tracking mobility impact (DTM)
• Risk communication and community engagement 

(RCCE)
• Infection prevention and control (IPC)
• Case management and continuity of essential 

services
• Camp coordination and management (CCCM)
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