
CALL FOR APPLICATIONS 

Introduction
Building on the successes and achievements of the past six IATJs, the Refugee Law Project 
(RLP), in collaboration with its partners within the African Transitional Justice Research 
Network (ATJRN), now invites applications for the 7th Institute for African Transitional Justice 
(IATJ), an annual week-long residential programme with a focus on conceptualising 
Transitional Justice issues in the context of African challenges. The Institute will take place 
from 19-23 June 2017, in Soroti, Eastern Uganda under the theme: Local Memories and 
National Truth: Active Remembering or Acts of Forgetting? 

Since the 1990s, a general consensus has emerged on the need to address past wrongdo-
ings and misdeeds in the aftermath of war and violent conflict. There is some sort of 
agreement that formal accounting of the past is essential to achieving lasting peace in 
war-torn societies. Formal mechanisms for the public accounting of wartime abuses – either 
in the form of criminal trials or less punitive historical fact-finding or truth commissions - are 
now part of the standard repertoire of international peacebuilding activities and are routinely 
included in negotiated peace settlements. Post-conflict justice and peacebuilding literature 
asserts the power of truth-telling in the healing of individual victims and restoration of social 
order. It also emphasises its importance in achieving reconciliation and - ultimately - lasting 
peace after violent conflict. 

Recounting of memories—remembering and telling the truth about horrific past events—is 
not only believed to be therapeutic for the individuals directly impacted but also to facilitate 
acknowledgment of the su�ering of victims and their families in a manner that has positive 
political and social outcomes. This was the premise of the South African Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Commision (TRC) whose principal architect, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, proclaimed that 
“there is no healing without truth”. Many have also argued that public and o�cial exposure 
of the truth is itself a form of justice. 

In some contexts, notably Uganda, e�orts are being made to register and recount memories 
for truth recovery. Memory dialogues are emerging as a new space and form of civil 
proceedings through which truth about the past is explored even in the absence of a 
State-led Truth Commission. This suggests that in the absence of a formal truth telling 
process, war-torn communities seek to establish alternative  spaces for memory sharing as a 
means of piecing together much-fragmented truths about past conflict events. Such 
dialogues about local memories could potentially themselves help to build collective 
memories that feed into the establishment of a national ‘truth’. 

Yet the relationships between memory, truth and truth-telling are complex. How the past is 
remembered is contested and subjective, not least in terms of what people choose to 
remember and what they choose to forget. Just as one individual’s memory may di�er from 
that of other members of her or his community, so the collective memory of a given 
community may diverge from the received national narrative. It is this interplay of local 
memories and national truth that is the focus of this year’s annual Institute for African 
Transitional Justice (IATJ). The 7th Institute will confront and explore global experiences in 
relation to formal and informal truth-seeking processes after widespread atrocities and 
wartime abuses. Central is the juxtaposition of active remembering and acts of forgetting, 
with a particular interest to truth recovery in the absence of truth commissions. 

The 7th Annual  IATJ will build on achievements of the past six Institutes to discuss 
and articulate the following questions, among others: 
a) What role does memory play in exposure of truth?
b) How do formal justice mechanisms facilitate or hinder truth recovery?
c) How can local memories form part of national truth?
d) Why is there fear of truth-telling processes?
e) When are truth-seeking projects likely to prove helpful, harmful or irrelevant? 
f) What are some of the most current challenges and opportunities (such as art, music and 

exhibition) of doing truth-telling in the absence of truth commissions?
g) Can narratives of the past ever be reconciled? 
h) What constitutes proper and improper use or abuse of memory?
i) To what extent can civil society led truth-telling support future state-led accountability 

processes?

Methodology 
The Institute will invite experienced transitional justice practitioners, academics, scholars, 
researchers, graduate students, humanitarian aid workers, and policy-makers within and 
beyond the continent shaping the discourse, development and implementation of 
transitional justice. The program of the Institute will be structured to engage both theory and 
practice juxtaposed with practical learning exercises and field visits to enable practitioners to 
engage analytically and practically on issues that touch on the future and limits of transitional 
justice timeframes in post-conflict communities, particularly in Africa but also beyond.

Participants 
Participants in previous Institutes came from Ireland, South Africa, Kenya, Uganda, 
Zimbabwe, Morocco, Tunisia, Sudan, Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Ghana, 
Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Liberia, UK, Canada, USA, Italy, Belgium, Australia, and Namibia. The 
Institute has grown in popularity and this year we expect 30 distinguished participants from 
around the globe.

Call for Papers
The Institute hereby invites upcoming scholars and practitioners interested in presenting a 
researched paper on any of the above thematic questions to apply. Priority will be given to 
scholars and practitioners addressing transitional justice issues in light of African challenges. 
Perspectives developed during the institute are published in a book, short videos or media 
articles. The first publication “Where Law Meets Reality: Forging an African Transitional 
Justice” is accessible at http://fahamubooks.org/book/?GCOI=90638100649880 

Fees
Participants from within Africa: USD 1,000 (one thousand US Dollars)
Participants from outside Africa: USD 1,400 (one thousand four hundred US Dollars). The fee 
covers the course fee, cost of materials, full-board accommodation for five nights, and round 
trip transportation costs from Entebbe International Airport to Kampala to Soroti, with a 
one-day tour to the Amuria—Obalanga Massacre Site.

Scholarships
There are no full scholarships available for IATJ VII. A partial scholarship (fee waiver may 
apply to an outstanding candidate, especially paper presenters, with demonstrated needs.

Application requirements:
• Application letter stating your interest in the Institute
• One page writing sample on any aspect of transitional justice practices and policies in 

Africa
• One reference letter from your organization or institution                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
• Current CV (maximum 3 pages)

Application procedure:
1) Send a copy of your application to ctj@refugeelawproject.org AND to 

iatj@refugeelawproject.org with the subject IATJ VII Application.
2) Deadline for submitting application is 15th May 2017 

For further information regarding the IATJ, the 7th Institute, and the application procedure, 
please kindly visit www.refugeelawproject.org or email iatj@refugeelawproject.org. 
Phone contact: +256-776897117. 
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